
 

ñAnd there ainôt much to ice fishing  

Till you miss a day or more  

And the hole you cut freezes over  

and itôs like you have never been there beforeò 

 

***  

 

"I don't know what happened or what I did wrong  

But you know me I'll get it into a songò 
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Foreword by David Hanners 
Back to top 

 

These are Bill Morrisseyôs songs, but he gave them to us. When you read them all 

in one volume, you canôt help but feel the weight of quality. We all had our reasons for 

liking Billôs music, but the thing that got our attention and kept it was the fact he was a 

damn good storyteller. 

We hang on to these stories because they are our own. Bill wrote and sang about 

everyday people mired in the good and the bad and the mundane, the small heroics and 

small failures of everyday life. His characters reflect our own strengths and 

shortcomings, and that is why Bill's writing speaks to us and why we always wanted 

more. 

It is great to see these songs compiled in one place. Billôs songs are important, 

and we can read them and be reminded, page after page, just what Bill's music means to 

us ð and, we hope, what it will mean to new generations of fans. His songs are about 

life, so they should live on. 

 

David Hanners, a winner of the Pulitzer Prize, was born and raised in Casey, Ill., and 

now lives in St. Paul, Minn. 

 

www.davidhanners.com 

 

 
Paris, April 2005 © Annie Provenzano 

  

http://www.davidhanners.com/
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A poem by Greg Brown 
Back to top 

 

Bill  
_____ 

 

Pain down in him rang like a church bell, 

sang like a little river, flowing on & on, 

rolled like a  loop in a well cast flyline. 

All still here but Bill is gone. 

  

Sang like barbwire hit with a walking stick, 

sang like midnight talking to the dawn, 

sang like an old man though he never was one. 

All still here but Bill is gone. 

  

Wrote songs like the dirt & granite he came from, 

songs like mill town boards, rough sawn, 

songs built to last through years of hard weather. 

In them he lives, & will never be gone. 

 

--------------- 

Greg Brown 

Iowa City, 02/08/2013 

 

 
Walden Festival in Concord, MA, 1991  © Diane Juster                        
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© Ren Norton                         
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BILL MORRISSEY (1984) 

Re-recording for CD of original album, 2/27/1991 

Back to album list 

 

 
© Ren Norton                          

 

1. Barstow 

2. Small Town On The River 
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4. Oil Money 
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1. Barstow 

(Back to album tracklist ð Back to album list) 

 

Here comes Parks and he's found another bottle 

He tips it up like a trumpet, he takes a drink and passes it on 

And every man around the fire takes a chorus on the bottle 

It ain't much, it ain't good but it'll get us through till dawn 

 

Don't the freight yard sound like a drunk in a metal shop 

I can't believe it gets this cold in Barstow 

And I can't believe I pissed my twenties away 

If you take me back this time 

Baby, I promise you... I'll stay 

 

Parks takes another drink and starts to sing off key 

There's not a man around the fire big enough to shut him up 

And in the cold morn he's singing, "Hey Okie, tell Arkie 

Texas found a job in Californ" 

And everybody around the fire cracks up 

 

And then Parks hands me the bottle He says, "I'm gone to Tucson 

Hole up all winter at the Sally if I can 

I don't mind the prayin' and I don't mind sayin' 

I can listen forever to that Sally brass ban" 

 

And then Parks starts laughing hard but he doesn't make a sound 

He grabs the bottle back and kills the last of the wine 

In the fire glow I can see his eyes and they shine like brake lights 

And I am just glad that I cannot see mine 
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2. Small Town On The River 

(Back to album tracklist ð Back to album list) 

 
They used to come to town from the naval base 

Looking for a stiff drink and a pretty face 

Hang around the whorehouses all night long 

Some were drifters and some were bums 

Some just waited for the war to come 

Out behind the factory with a bottle and a factory girl 

 

In that small town on the river 

Just a small town on the river 

 

That December war broke out 

Many a woman lost her man 

Some wrote from overseas, some didnôt 

And their women didnôt understand 

And the whores left for the harbor towns 

Where the business was still good 

And the factory girls put in double shifts 

Worked as much as they could 

 

Well, some came men came home aces 

And some were carried home 

All of them were heroes 

No man was left alone 

Some took jobs, some went to school 

Some found theyôd fathered kids 

Well, most men tried but could not forget 

And some wound up on the skids 

 

Forty years later the town remains the same 

One mill burnt down, another one was built 

The paychecks now come from a different name 

And at the Eagles and the Legion Hall 

No-one seems to age 

With the same jokes told and the TV on 

The paper open to the sports page 

 

And I was talking to the bartender last night at the PAC 

A navy man from World War Two 

Sharp dresser, though he didnôt have to be 

And over a double bourbon 

He said óòIôll tell you man to man 

The town died forty years ago, son 

Get out while you can 

Itôs that small town on the river 

Nothing but a small town on the river 
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3. Darlinô Lisa 

(Back to album tracklist ð Back to album list) 

 

Well Iôve got a house way up North 

Iôve got yards and fences 

Iôve got a wife who sings 

Like thirteen drunken Joseph Spences 

Oh, my little darlinô Lisa 

Round and round and round we go 

 

We can climb right up that beanstalk 

Slide back down and chop the trunk 

Go on home, turn on the TV 

Watch the Waltons and get drunk 

Hey, my little darlinô Lisa 

Oh, my darlinô Lisa-O 

Hey, my little darlinô Lisa 

Fe fi fun fo 

 

I loved her many years ago 

I truly love her now 

If I were the captain and she were my boat 

I would love her stern to bow 

Hey, my little darlinô Lisa 

Oh, my darlinô Lisa-O 

Hey, my little darlinô Lisa 

Yo ho ho 

 

Iôve got a twenty gauge and a Hawken gun 

Iôve got a Barlow and a Bowie knife 

The smartest thing Iôve ever done 

Was to ask that girl to be my wide 

Hey, my little darlinô Lisa 

Oh, my darlinô Lisa-O 

Hey, my little darlinô Lisa 

Round and round and round we go 
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4. Oil Money 

(Back to album tracklist ð Back to album list) 

 

Iôm sitting in a bar on Morgan City 

In the state of Louisianô 

Just been made a captain of a cargo boat 

I worked my way up from deckhand 

 

They take me for a native here 

Iôve heard my speech turn soft and slow 

But itôs just been five years since I came down from New Hampshire 

To earn my living on the Gulf of Mexico 

 

Oil money can lure a man away from home 

And I was one of many, boys, to set off on my own 

Oil money, a million jobs in the oil trade 

A million dollars waiting to be made 

 

Iôve got friends here who just came down from the pipeline 

I know college boys who work as roustabouts 

Well the hours are long but they say you canôt beat the pay 

And thatôs what itôs all about 

 

So tonight youôll find me drinking 

Iôll celebrate my promotion then go home 

Iôve got a pocket full of change I donôt know what to do with 

Iôve got one eye on the bottle and one eye on the payphone 

 

Hello operator, information for New Hampshire 

No town special, anyone will do 

Thereôs nobody back there left for me to talk with 

I just want to hear the operator talk the way I used to 
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5. Morrissey Falls In Love At First Sight 

(Back to album tracklist ð Back to album list) 

 

Well, my heart skipped a beat when you walked into the room 

And in five seconds I was thinking bride and groom 

I was thinking bride and groom, thinking man and wife 

Never fell in love so fast in all of my life 

 

I know youôll like my friends and youôve got to meet my parents 

My dad is pretty funny and my mum looks like Betty White 

Iôve got to have another drink to figure out 

A way to introduce myself to you tonight 

 

Iôm lousy on the first night, better by the third 

I was raised Catholic, in case you hadnôt heard 

But I ainôt the type of man who lives on dreams and wishes 

Or walks around the house breaking bread and blessing fishes 

 

If I sent a dozen roses just out of habit 

Would you press those flowers in a copy of Babbitt 

I need another drink, I need a cigarette 

I ainôt giving up, Iôm gonna get you yet 

 

Iôll give you the rights to my ten best songs 

If you want to talk, I can talk till dawn 

Right there I need a word that rhymes with urn 

I guess your name is the first thing I ought to learn 

 

I hope youôre a Democrat, I hope you like the Red Sox 

Hope you like Bourbon with a splash of water on the rocks 

Bourbon with a splash is the only drink I make 

But baby I can learn, thereôs a course I can take 

 

You might as well give up Iôm gonna make my move 

We can honeymoon in Paris, hang out at the Louvre 

We can winter in the city, summer up in Maine 

And all of this will happen 

As soon as I learn your name 
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6. Texas Blues 

(Back to album tracklist ð Back to album list) 

 

Never been so lonesome, never been so blue 

It's midnight on the highway, I'm coming back for you 

Stuck in Ozona, Texas, out on Highway 10 

I'm gone to Arizona to win you back again 

 

Last time I saw you, your voice was cold as ice 

And you spoke of some old lover like a lonesome paradise 

Time, like a sailor on his way back to the sea, 

It trips and stumbles, rarely passes gracefully 

 

I'm standing on the highway and the only light I see 

Is just the cold and heartless moon shining down on me 

Never been so lonesome, never been so blue 

It's midnight on the highway, I'm coming back for you 
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ñIn that small town on the river 

Just a small town on the riverò  

 

Newmarket, New Hampshire 
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7. My Baby And Me 

(Back to album tracklist ð Back to album list) 

 

My baby and me know a good day when we see it 

Mid-November, so long fall 

Well as warm days go, this is last call 

 

My baby and me weôre going out for one last fling 

One last howl before the winter snow 

Socks us in till spring 

 

Babyôs wearing make-up 

Sheôs got Chanel No. 5 

Sheôs put on a dress with a little fill 

Iôve got a jacket and a tie 

Iôve splashed on some Hoppeôs No. 9 

I guess you could say I was dressed to kill 

 

Weôre going out tonight 

Weôre gonna hit the bars in town 

Weôre gonna mingle with the flatlanders 

And buy them all a round 

 

Well summerôs over, autumnôs gone 

Winterôs here, turn the page 

Iôm gonna trade my Hawken .50 

For a lightweight gauge 

 

Iôm going out tonight 

And get as drunk as can be 

And let my baby drive home 

Cause she drinks moderately 

 

Tonight is our last chance 

Top go and blow off steam 

Cause once the snow hits around here 

All you can do is dream and dream 

And dream and dream 
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8. The Packard Company 

(Back to album tracklist ð Back to album list) 

 

I donôt want to hear your ideas 

I finally like it here 

Every manôs got his job to do 

Every man drinks his own beer 

 

And Iôm not too far from foreman 

If I get it thatôs okay 

I could buy my wife her own TV 

With a foremanôs raise in pay 

 

I had two weeks off in August 

We went to Washington D.C. 

My wife, sheôs got a brother down there 

And there were some things I always wanted to see 

 

We took a Greyhound back to Ashland 

I watched the turnpike all the way 

And as we left New York behind 

I had no words to say 

 

My wife nodded off so soon 

Slept all the way to the Mass line 

Well, everythingôs okay I told myself 

Everything is fine 

 

And if it hadnôt been for whiskey 

I never would have made it through our first years 

But every man breaks down with time 

And now those whiskeys, theyôre just week end beers 

 

No I donôt want to hear your ideas 

I finally like it here 

Every manôs got his job to do 

Every man drinks his own beer 

 

And Iôve got the sun in the morning 

I get the cold every night 

If I had to do it all again 

Iôd have been born in flight 

  



 
23 

9. A Problem With Logic 

(Back to album tracklist ð Back to album list) 

 

When you left I got so upset 

I walked around in circles 

And smoked a lot of cigarettes 

I did all the things ex-lovers do 

 

You were good for a laugh 

I wonder who did it right and who done wrong 

Ah, you know I was half-planning to leave you too 

 

Though I always did love you 

I canôt say I always will 

Oh but if you want to try it again 

If you do, you know, maybe I will too 

 

Iôve got your picture in my wallet 

That portrait of a child 

I keep it with my money 

Itôll stay there for a while 

 

And I can make it on my own 

Thereôs no trouble there 

Iôm a little worried about you, though 

But you donôt seem to care 

 

Whereôd you get this new guy 

I wish I knew what he said 

That swept you right off your feet 

And set you down in his bed 

 

Well I remember how you said in the middle of the night 

We could never make it work 

Weôre too much alike 

Well I thought and thought*and wondered if thatôs true 

 

Well, if weôre so much alike 

Then it must be true 

That you still want me 

Just as much as I want you 
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10. Run You Through The Mill 

(Back to album tracklist ð Back to album list) 

 

Oh, honey, I get tanked just soaked up in the spirits 

I get rowdy, I get clumsy 

I get as trite as jazz lyrics 

And I stay drunk all the time 

I stay drunk all the time 

 

Well, I'm a walking twelve bar blues with a lover I can't lose 

I'd run you through the mill, honey 

Just to prove my point 

That you'd never last till day 

You'd never see the night 

 

And soon someone will climb your stairway like it is a golden braid 

He'll be sober, he'll be working 

Just a one man masquerade 

And you'll have him till you die 

You'll have him till he dies 

 

óCause when the rain starts to falling and I can't get out of its way 

Honey, can you take it like a trooper 

On that very lonely day 

It's happened once before 

It's happened twice before 

 

Oh, honey, I get tanked just soaked up in the spirits 

I get rowdy, I get clumsy 

I get as trite as jazz lyrics 

And I stay drunk all the time 

I stay drunk all the time 
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11. Grizzly Bear 

(Back to album tracklist ð Back to album list) 

 

Let me tell you about this girl I met just the other night 

Sheôd spent so much time in the mirror boys 

She couldnôt tell left from right 

And I knew she came from money 

By the way she ought me drinks 

But Iôll be damned if I ever understand 

Just how a rich girl thinks 

 

And she wants me to call her Monday 

Could be a blessing, maybe a curse 

She wants to fly us both to the Bay of Fundy 

Just to watch the tide reverse 

She wants me to meet her girlfriends 

One named Pookie one named Clair 

But I just wanted to take her home 

And dance the grizzly bear 

 

Well Iôd never seen a girl with so many names written on her clothes 

Iôd never seen a girl so pretty with a dollar up her nose 

I said letôs have one more drink and go home 

Itôs getting late but she shook her head and said 

She wanted to dance till we dehydrate 

 

Now I could tell by how she high-stepped sheôd learn to dance uptown 

Where I come from we just kinda like to get drunk 

And slam bodies all around 

I guess I mightôve embarrassed her 

Before she could work up a sweat 

She picked up her purse and picked up the tab 

And ran away to her Corvette 
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12. Rosie 

(Back to album tracklist ð Back to album list) 

 

Rosie, the rain donôt stop and the windowôs steamed 

Iôve two weeks off in port 

My nights are spent like a sailorôs dream 

 

Rosie, you donôt sound right on the phone 

And from the tone of your voice 

I know youôre not alone 

Well, youôre talking fast 

I donôt know why 

You tell me that you found some new guy 

Rosie, yesterday 

 

Ah, you know you must be crazy just to talk this way 

Yeah, you know you must be crazy just to talk this way 

 

Well Iôm drinking 

The rain donôt stop this time of year 

Itôs three bucks for a shot of Jack 

Two bucks for a beer 

And they tell me this place is the last frontier 

The jukebox plays a country tune 

Soon Iôll be out of here 

Well I smoke, I drink, Iôm shooting pool 

I walk around to town like a drunken fool 

Rosie, wait for me 

 

Now tell me that you want me coming home 

I left to make some cash for us 

I didnôt want to leave you alone 

Rosie, all I do is think of you, trust me darling Rosie 

Iôll be back before the month is through 

Well, you say that youôre in love with him and itôs over now 

But I wonôt give in, Rosie 
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13. Live Free Or Die 

(Bill Morrissey & Trigger Cook) 

(Back to bonus tracks ð Back to album tracklist ð Back to album list) 

 

Well, I'm doin' ten to twenty in the frozen granite state 

And every day I go to work to stamp out license plates 

Every day I got to work and every night I cry 

'Cause every license plate I make tells me to Live Free or Die 

 

Live Free or Die, oh Lord, tell me why can't they say ñSeat Belts Fastenedò 

Or ñOklahoma is Okay,ò ñVacationlandò sounds mighty great 

I wouldn't mind stampin' out the Garden State 

It's enough to make me cry, Live Free or Die 

 

Well, I didn't mean to shoot that man, why the gun just went off in my hand 

I caught him with my wife and it cost that man his life 

I'd just got home from the factory and that man was sittin' where I'm supposed to be 

Now he's up there in the sky and I'm stuck with Live Free or Die 

 

Live Free or Die, oh Lord, tell me why, can't they say ñSeat Belts Fastenedò 

Or ñOklahoma is Okay,ò ñVacationlandò sounds mighty great 

I wouldn't mind stampin' out the Garden State 

It's enough to make me cry, Live Free or Die 

 

So let this be a lesson to all you married men out there 

That patience is a virtue, so make your plans with care 

So if you catch your wife with another man, it's best to hold off as long as you can 

Then shoot him in another state where they got a different license plate 

 

 






























































































































































































































































































