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AAnd there aindét much to ice fishing
Till you miss a day or more

And the hole you cut freezes over
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"l don't know what happened or what | did wrong
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Foreword by David Hanners

Back to top
These are Bill Morrisseyb6s songs, bu
i n one volume, you cané6ét help but ffeel

| i ki n gwsiB,ibdt thetlsing that got our attention and kept it was the fact he was a
damn good storyteller.

We hang on tdhese stories because they are our own. Bill wrote and sang about
everyday people mired in the good and the bad and the mundane, the soizsl doed
small failures of everyday life. His characters reflect our own strengths and
shortcomings, and that is why Bill's writing speaks to us and why we always wanted
more.

It i s great to see these songs tcompi
and we can read them and be reminded, page after page, just what Bill's music means
usd and, we hope, what it will mean to new generations of fans. His songs are about
life, so they should live on.

David Hannersa winner of the Pulitzer Priza#yasborn and raised in Casey, lland
now livesin St. Paul, Minn.

www.davidhanners.com

-

Paris, April 2005 © Annie Provenzano
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A poem by Greg Brown
Back to top

Bill

Paindown in him rang like a church bell,
sang like a little river, flowing on & on,
rolled like a loop in a well cast flyline.
All still here but Bill is gone.

Sang like barbwire hit with a walking stick,
sang like midnight talking to the dawn,

sang like arold man though he never was one.
All still here but Bill is gone.

Wrote songs like the dirt & granite he came from,
songs like mill town boards, rough sawn,

songs built to last through years of hard weather.
In them he lives, & will never be gone.

Greg Brown
lowa City, 02/08/2013
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1. Barstow
(Back to album tracklisd Back to album ligt

Here comes Parlend he's found another bottle

He tips it up lke a trumpet, he takes a drialkd passes it on
And every man around theditakes a chorus on the bottle
It ain'tmuch, it ain't good but it'll get ukrough till dawn

Don't the freight yard sound like a drunk in a metal shop
| can't beliee it gets this cold in Barstow

And | can't believe | pissed my twenties away

If you take me back this time

Baby, | promise you. I'll stay

Parks takes another drink and starts to sing off key

There's not a man around the fire big enough to shut him up
And in the cold morn he's singing, "Hey Okie, tell Arkie
Texas found a job in Californ™

And everypody around the fire cracks up

And then Parks hands me the bottle says, "I'm gone to Tucson
Hole up al winter at the Sally if | can

| don't mind the prayin' and | don't mind sayin'

| can listenforever to that Sally brass dan

And then Parks starts laughing hard but he doesn't emakand

He grabs the bottle baekd kills the last of the wine

In the fire glow | can see his eyes and they shine like brake lights
And | am pst glad that | cannot see mine

F



2. Small Town On The River
(Back to albuniracklistd Back to album ligt

They used to come to town from the naval base
Looking for a stiff drink and a pretty face

Hang around the whorehouses all night long

Some were drifters and some were bums

Some just waited faihe war to come

Out behind the factory with a bottle and a factory girl

In that small town on the river
Just a small town on the river

That December war broke out

Many a woman lost her man

Some wrote from over
And their womtand di dn
And the whores left for the harbor towns
Where the business was still good

And the factory girls put in double shifts
Worked as much as they could

eas, some didnot
t

S
0 unde

Well, some came men came home aces

And some were carried home

All of them were heroes

No man was lefalone

Some took jobs, some went to school

Some found theydédd fathered Kkids
Well, most men tried but could not forget

And some wound up on the skids

Forty years later the town remains the same
One mill burnt down, another one was built
The paychecks now o from a different name
And at the Eagles and the Legion Hall

No-one seems to age

With the same jokes told and the TV on

The paper open to the sports page

And | was talking to the bartender last night at the PAC

A navy man from World War Two

Sharpdresse, t hough he didndt have to be
And over a double bourbon

He said 6ol 6l tell you man to man
The town died forty years ago, son

Get out while you can

|l tds that small town on the river
Nothing but a small town on the river

F



3. Darl ind Li sa

(Back to album tracklisd Back to album ligt

We | | | 6ve got a house way up
| 6ve got yards and fences

| 6ve got a wife who sings
Like thirteen drunken Joseph Spences

Oh , my | ittle darlind Lisa
Round and round and round we go

We can climb right up that beanstalk
Slide back down and chop the trunk
Go on home, turn on the TV

Watch the Waltons and get drunk

Hey, my |l ittle darlindé Lisa
Oh, my d#&rl ind Lisa

Hey, my Il ittle darlindé Lisa
Fe fi fun fo

| loved her many years ago

| truly love her now

If I were the captain and she were my boat
| would love her stern to bow

Hey, my Ilittle darlind Lisa
Oh, my d#&rl ind Lisa

Hey, my | ittle darlind Lisa
Yo ho ho

|l 6ve got a twenty gauge and
| 6 goka Barlow and a Bowie knife

The smartest thing | 6ve ever
Was to ask that girl to be my wide

Hey, my Il ittle darlindé Lisa
Oh, my d#&rl ind Lisa

Hey, my Ilittle darlind Lisa

Round and round and round we go

a

Nort h

Hawken gt

done
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4. Oil Money
(Back to album tracklisd Back to album ligt

|l &dm sitting in a bar on Morgan City
Il n the state of Louisiano

Just been made a captain of a cargo boat

| worked my way up from deckhand

They take me for a native here

| 6 v e nlyspaechdturn soft and slow

But i1itdés just been five years since | ¢
To earn my living on the Gulf of Mexico

Oil money can lure a man away from home

And | was one of many, boys, to set off on my own
Oil money, amillion jobs inthe oil trade

A million dollars waiting to be made

| 6ve got friends here who just came dov
| know college boys who work as roustabouts

We | | the hours are |l ong but they say yoc
And thatdés what itodos all about

Sot oni ght youol | find me drinking

[ 1 celebrate my promotion then go hon
ve got a polckedendtwuwl know whhatngteo do wi
ve got one eye on the bottle and one

o O O

Hello operator, information for New Hampshire

No townspecial, anyone will do

Thereds nobody back there | eft for me t
| just want to hear the operator talk the way | used to

7



5. Morrissey Falls In Love At First Sight
(Back to album tracklisd Back to album ligt

Well, my heart skipped a beat when you walked into the room
And in five seconds | was thinking bride and groom

| was thinking bride and groom, thinking man and wife

Never fell in love so fast in all of my life

Il know ynmoyu &flrli elnidkse and youdve got to me
My dad is pretty funny and my mum looks like Betty White

| 6ve got to have another drink to figur
A way to introduce myself to you tonight

|l &m | ousy on the first night, better by
IwasraisedcCcat hol i ¢, i n case you hadndt hearc
But | aindét the type of man who | ives ¢
Or walks around the house breaking bread and blessing fishes

If | sent a dozen roses just out of habit

Would you press those flowers in a copy of Babbitt

| needanother drink, | need a cigarette

I ainét giving up, | 6m gonna get you VYeE
I 61 | give you the rights to my ten best
If you want to talk, | can talk till dawn

Right there | need a word that rhymes with urn

| guess your name is the first thing | ougintearn

| hope youdre a Democrat, |l hope you |
Hope you like Bourbon with a splash of water on the rocks

Bourbon with a splash is the only drink | make

But baby I can | earn, thereds a cour se
You might as welmbkegynmoee up | 6m gonna

We can honeymoon in Paris, hang out at the Louvre
We can winter in the city, summer up in Maine

And all of this will happen

As soon as | learn your name

F



6. Texas Blues
(Back to album tracklisd Back to album ligt

Never been so lonesome, never been so blue

It's midnight on the highway, I'm coming back for you
Stuck in Ozona, Texas, out on Highway 10

I'm gone to Arizona to win you back again

Last time | saw you, youroice was cold as ice
And you spoke of some old lover like a lonesome paradise
Time, like a sailor on his way back to the sea,
It trips and stumbles, rarely passes gracefully

I'm standing on the highway and the only light | see

Is just the cold and heartless moon shining down on me
Never been so lonesome, never been so blue

It's midnight on the highway, I'm coming back for you

Texas Blues — Bill Morrissey

Shawn Colvin harmony

D
Never been so lonesome
Em
Never been so blue
G
It's midnight on the highway
D

I'm coming back to you
D
Stuck in Ozona Texas
Em
Out on highway 10
G

I'm going to Arizona
To win you back ggain
gast time I saw you
Em
Your voice was cold as ice
And you spoke of some old Eover
Like a lonsesome paragise
gow I'm standing on the highway
And the only light I ﬁze
Is just a cold and heartless ﬁoon
Shining down on Ee

D
Never been so lonesome
Em
Never been so blue
G
It's midnight on the highway

D
I'm coming back for you

>From Lucy Kaplansky The Tide CD
Red House Records 1994
Dry Fly Music(BMI) 1984
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7. My Baby And Me
(Back to album tracklisd Back to album ligt

My baby and me know a good day when we see it
Mid-November, so long fall
Well as warm days go, this is last call

My baby andnewe 6 r e going out for one | ast f1li

One last how! before the winter snow
Socks us in till spring

Babyds we-aping make

Shebébs got Chanel No. b5
Shebdbs put on a dress with a
| 6ve got a jacket and a tie
| 6ve splashed 0o9n some Hoppebod
| guess you could say | was dressed to Kill

Wedbre going out tonight
Wedbre gonna hit the bars 1in
Wedbre gonna mingle with the
And buy them all a round

Well summer s over, autumnods
Winterb6s here, turn the page
|l &m gonna tr.80de my Hawken

For a lightweight gauge

|l dm going out tonight
And get as drunk as can be

And let my baby drive home

Cause she drinks moderately

Tonight is our last chance

Top go and blow off steam

Cause once the snow hits around here
All you can do is dream and dne

And dream and dream

Ittt

e fill
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8. The Packard Company
(Back to album tracklisd Back to album ligt

|l dondét want to hear your i deas
| finally like it here

Every manés got his job to do
Every mandrinks his own beer

And 1 6m not too far from for eman
I f |1 get it thatods okay

| could buy my wife her own TV

With a foremands raise in pay

| had two weeks off in August

We went to Washington D.C.

My wife, sheds got a brother down there
And there were sonthings | always wanted to see

We took a Greyhound back to Ashland
| watched the turnpike all the way

And as we left New York behind

| had no words to say

My wife nodded off so soon

Slept all the way to the Mass line

Well, everythingbdés okay | told myselHf
Everything is fine

And i f 1t hadndét been for whiskey

| never would have made it through our first years

But every man breaks down with time

And now those whiskeys, theydre just we

No | dondt want to hear your i deas
| finally like it here

Every mandés got his job to do

Every man drinks his own beer

And | 6ve got the sun in the morning
| get the cold every night

If I had to do it all again

| 6d have been born in flight

F



9. A Problem With Logic
(Back to album tacklistd Back to album ligt

When you left | got so upset

| walked around in circles

And smoked a lot of cigarettes
| did all the things exovers do

You were good for a laugh
| wonder who did it right and who done wrong
Ah, you know | was ha#planning to leave you too

Though | always did love you

| candét say | al ways wil |l
Oh but if you want to try it again

If you do, you know, maybe | will too

| 6ve got your picture in my wall/let
That portrait of a child

| keep it with mymoney

I t 61 | stay there for a whil e

And | can make it on my own

Thereds no trouble there
l 6m a |little worried about you, though
But you dondt seem to care

Wheredd you get this new guy
| wish | knew what he said

That swept you right off your feet

And setyou down in his bed

Well | remember how you said in the middle of the night
We could never make it work

Wedre too much ali ke
We | | | thought and thought *and wonder ec
Wel | | i f wedre so much ali ke

Then it must be true
That you still want me
Just as much as | want you

F



10. Run You Through The Mill
(Back to album tracklisd Back to album ligt

Oh, honey, | get tanked just soaked up in the spirits
| get rowdy, | get clumsy

| get adrite as jazz lyrics

And | stay drunk all the time

| stay drunk all the time

Well, I'm a walking twelve bar blues with a lover | can't lose
I'd run you through the mill, honey

Just to prove my point

That you'd never last till day

You'd never see the night

And soon someone will climb your stairway like it is a golden braid
He'll be sober, he'll be working

Just a one man masquerade

And you'll have him till you die

You'll have him till he dies

6Cause when the rain staswag t o

Honey, can you take it like a trooper
On that very lonely day

It's happened once before

It's happened twice before

Oh, honey, | get tanked just soaked up in the spirits
| get rowdy, | get clumsy

| get as trite as jazz lyrics

And | stay drunk all théme

| stay drunk all the time
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11. Grizzly Bear
(Back to album tracklisd Back to album ligt

Let me tell you about this girl | met just the other night

Shedbd spent s omirronbogsh ti me i n the
She couldnot tell |l eft from right
And | knew she came from money

By the way she ought me drinks

But | 61 | be damned i f I ever under st anc

Just how a rich girl thinks

And she wants me to call her Monday
Could be a blessing, maybe a curse

She ward to fly us both to the Bay of Fundy
Just to watch the tide reverse

She wants me to meet her girlfriends

One named Pookie one named Clair

But | just wanted to take her home

And dance the grizzly bear

We | | | 6d never seen a gnherklothes t h

|l 6d never seen a gir/l SO pretty

| said |l etds have one more drink
|l t6s getting | ate but she shook
She wanted to dance till we dehydrate

Now | could tell by how she high t e p p e darnsoldanéediptdwe

Where | come from we just kinda like to get drunk

And slam bodies all around

|l guess | mightdéve embarrassed her

Before she could work up a sweat
She picked up her purse and picked up the tab
And ran away to her Corvette
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12. Rosie
(Back to album tracklisd Back to album ligt

Rosie, the rain dondt stop and the winc
|l 6ve two weeks off in port
My nights are spent | ike a sailords dr e

Rosieyou dondt ostheuphotde r i ght
And from the tone of your voice

|l know youdre not al one
Well, youodre talking fast
|l dondét know why

You tell me that you found some new guy

Rosie, yesterday

Ah, you know you must be crazy just to talk this way
Yeah, you know you must be crapgt to talk this way

We | | | 6m drinking

The rain donodot stop this time of year
|l tds three bucks for a shot of Jack
Two bucks for a beer

And they tell me this place is the last frontier

The jukebox plays a country tune

Soon | 611 be out of here

Well | smoke | drink, | 6m shooting pool

| walk around to town like a drunken fool

Rosie, wait for me

Now tell me that you want me coming home

| left to make some cash for us

|l didnét want to | eave you al one

Rosie dl | do is think of yoy trust me darling Rosie

| Bbk back before the month is through

Well, you say that youdre in |l ove with

But | wonodét give in, Rosi e
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13. Live Free Or Die
(Bill Morrissey & Trigger Cook)
(Back to bonus trackd Back to album tracklish Back to album ligt

Well, I'm doin' ten to twenty in the frozen granite state

And every day | go to work to stamp out license plates

Every day | got to work and evenyght | cry

'‘Cause every license plate | make tells me to Live Free or Die

Live Free or Die, oh Lo
Or AOkl ahoma is Okay, o

| wouldn't mind stampin' out the Garden State

It's enough to make me cry, Live Free or Die

el | me why
ti

r d, t
nVaca onl ando s

Well, I didn't mean to shoot that man, why the gun just went off in my hand

| caught him with my wife and it cost that man his life

I'd just got home from the factory and that man was sittin' where I'm supjodsed
Now he's up there in the sky and I'm stuck with Live Free or Die

B €

Live Free or Die, oh Lord, tellmewhg an' t t t
do s

Or AOkl ahoma is Okay, o
| wouldn't mind stampin' out the Garden State
It's enough to make me cry, Live Free or Die

o2 T

y ay
a toi
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e S Sea
Vaca onl an

So let this be a lesson to all you married men out there

That patience is a virtue, so make your plans with care

So if you catch your wife with another man, it's best to hold off as long as you can
Then shoot hinin another state where they got a different license plate
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